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that stores of linen, on examination, turned out
to be calico, although the ratepayers had paid for
linen. Food for which a fair price had been paid
turned out to be bad. Cloth which should have
measured thousands of yards measured only hundreds
of yards. In other words, a good deal of slackness
or dishonesty prevailed among certain officers of the
institution.

For months the socialist members demanded a
Local Government Board enquiry, and at last it
was held. The officers concerned briefed McMorran,
a Queen's Counsel of great eminence in Local
Government affairs, whereas the case for the
Guardians was fought by father, Will Crooks, and
one or two others. In spite of the fact that all the
learning and all the eminence were on the other
side, the unlettered ones proved their case up to the
hilt and the offenders were cleared out. Father
always remarked on the alacrity with which the old
Local Government Board would send down inspectors
and auditors to investigate matters whenever com-
plaints reached Whitehall that Boards of Guardians
were dealing with the poor in a too generous manner.
He compared such sprightliness with the leisurely
manner in which complaints against higher officers
were investigated.

In 1906 another enquiry was held into the work
of the Poplar Board of Guardians. On this occasion
a complaint had been made by the local Ratepayers*
Protection Association that bribery and corruption
flourished, that the members of the Board feasted